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Newbury^ Jum 14 1^98. 

/ am rather at a loss what to say about the pui . 
iicaUon of the following pages. I dislike apologieS-on such ottom 
sions^ and y yet ^ I am not sure hut that some are necessary, 

The following thoughts were delivered on Friday last^ f three 
^r four short sentences and the notes excepted) at the setting 
apart of Mr, John Holloway to the pastoral office y over a con- 
gregation of protestant'dissenferSi at Reeding. The interlocu-^ 
torypart is omitted. ' 

Ipublish^y more to shew respect to my friends ^ than to gratify 
private inclination ; and submit to their opinions rather than my 
«w« conmtctions^ 

In answen to tivy objections^ some have taidy ^* Though if it 
*' but a glance y yet it may be usefuly^nd it is sometimes pleasant 
*' to travel post through a country we have before explored.''-^ 
And others urged its brevity as a principal recommendation 
•* If^any of u»*' «•/?/</ fhe-^^ <^M^vtf not money ^to buy large books ^ 
'*' and most ofuSy lefs time to read iJTem : at any rate if may be ufe^ 
^^fulto our young people y andferve toftir up attention to afuh^ 
*^ jectwhichy though of no fmall importamefor chriftianstobe 
** well acquainted with^yety ofiatCy has been too much neglected^ 
^^ It may excite to the reading of more elaborate productions.'* 
To afford help to anyy and to contribute one argument y or to 
awaken one idea, which may lead the attention if chrijiians /> 
thofe enquiries^ with which the peace and prof peri ty of Christ* i 
kingdom are fo nearly connected; efpe dally the attention of our 
\ children^ whom we are concerned to feCy firfl Jincere chriliians^ 

\ andy next to thaty enlightenedy confcientious diff enters^ would 

1' yield to my heart the pureji pleafure. 

That my " Friends may not be mifiaken in their expecta^ 
I tions : and that the rijing generation may imitate the vir^ 

tues of their ancejlorsy whofe memory is fweet in all out 
churches, is the ardent prayer of 

\ y.BICHENO. 
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WHEN the passover was instituted, and com-?^ 
manded to be observed for an ordinance to 
ihe people of Israel, and to their sons, for ever, the 
injunction of Moses was, And it shall come to pass, 
when your children shall say unto you j What mean yb 
BY THIS SERVICE ? that yc shall. say^ It is the s^crijice 
of the Lord' s passover^ %oho passed over the houses of 
the children of Israel in Egypt,, when he smote the 
Egyptians^ and delivered oy,r houses.* 

The excellence oPevery religious observance is 
that it hath the authority of God, and can be traced up 
to hi3 appointment ; and every christian ought ta be 
able to give a reason, grounded on God's word, for all 
his religious services. Do the young people of this 
assembly, or, do any, who, are strangers to our praftices, 
enquire. What mean ye by this service ? Why do you 
dissent from the religious establishment of the country 
in which you live : and, in the ordination of your 
ipinisters, follow a pratlice so different from thai which, 
generally prevails ? Be assured we jdo not do it oa 
slight and trifling grounds, and for the sake of separati- 
on, I hope we are able to give good reasons for our 
Qonduct, and to justify ourselves against the charge of 
schism, from the laws and testimonies of Jesus Christ,, 
the example of the first Christians, and of the best gf 
men in succeeding generations.t 

* 'Ex« xii. s6^ 27^ + T<SP|;ood'9 letters p, Sj-^go. 
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We cannot now enter, at large, into thpse enquiries, 
nor descend to particulars ; but must confine ourselves 
to a few cursory hints, relative to the origin of our 
dissenting churches, and the reasons for our order. — •' 
A glance at the history of chnstianity is necessary. 

Our blessed Lord having died for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification, said to his disciples, just be-' 
fore his ascension to the right hand of his Father, All 
power is given unto me in heaven^ and in earths Goye» 
therefore^ and teach all nations^ baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gkpsti 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have co^^ 
mandedyou.* And the Apostle Paul declares; respect- 
ing him, that The Father of Glory hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave hin to kc h(ad ov^r all things 
to thechurch.f 

In the church of Christ there is no other sovereign, 
or lawgiver, but himself, To him, in all matters of 
religion and conscience, are his disciples subject, and 
to him, at his second conffng, must all give an ac-e 
count. This should deeply impress, and aflPect, every 
christian's mind.— Jesus ^Christ is sovereign in his 
church, and in all spiritual concerns. None share 
with him, either in his legislative or his judicial autho- 
rity, and at his bar must / stand, to answer for ipay 
conduct as a subject of his kingdcfn ! 

But, is Jesus Christ a king;- and did he again and 
again, assert his supreme and sole authority over his 
church? that his disciples, by misunderstanding the 
nature of his kingdom, might not be led into fatal 
iftistakes, he, before his departure from ' the earth, 
dropped some important hklts for the regulation of 
their conduct. My kingdom^^ said he, is not of this 
'world. — Render unto Cxsdr, the things which aro 
Caesar* s ; and unto God the things which are God's.-^ 
Ail that take the sword .shall perifk with the sword^ ' 

♦ Matt, xxviii. i8 — 20: + Eph. i; 2a» 

' % Jolm xviii, 36. ^l^i^^WKxui 2U xxvu <|a» 
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The Apostles thoroughly understood their master, 
and taught ai'l practised acco* iiiigly. In civil matters, 
they taught submission to the civil m.i^i^iratc, anvi en- 
joined christians to render unto all their dues ; tribute 
to 'who7n trikUe is due; custom uo whom cusl07n ; fear 
to whom fear ; honour to whom hon mr,^ With forms 
of government, and political ifFair^, they did not, as 
the apostles of Christ, at all intermeddle. This was 
no part of their special mission; but all these thin,j5 
were left to the will and wisdom of men ; only k:achin5 
them t© owe no man any thing but to love one another ^\ 
Jind to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were 
called^ with all lowLness and meekness^ with long suf^ 
Jtring^ forbearing one anoiher in love ; endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. ^ 
But in all things, pertaining to religion and conscience, 
they professed, and taught, and practised, independence 
on all but God, and their language was, We ought t9 
obey God rather than men.^ Whatever the pleasure 
of the emperors, and governors, or other magistrates 
might be, and whatever the laws, and customs or es- 
tablished religions of the countries, in which they re- 
sided, or sojourned ; or whatever hazards they might 
run, whatever losses sustain, and sufferings endure, they 
still adhered to that grefeit principle of liberty which 
they had learned froni Christ, Call no man your father 
Upon the earthy for one is your Father who is in heaven. 
Neither be ye called masters ; for one is your Master^ 
even Christ.\\ 

Happy would it have been if all that have assumed 
the christian name had trod in their steps, and remem- 
bered that the kingdom of Christ is not of this worlds 
and that the subjects of it should be actuated by a very 
different spirit from that which influences the princes of 
the gentiles.** But the mystery of iniquity soon be- 
gan to workt The Apostle P^ul complained of it iri 

♦ Rom: xiii, 7. + xiii. 8. J Eph, iv, } — 3; 
§ Acts V. 29, II M^U, jgdii. g, iQ. ♦♦ ja. 25, 
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his <kys; but the man of sin was not yet revealed in per^ 
fection, nor till some ages afterward.* In the first ages of 
Christianity, all the churches of Christ were independent, 
and each one chose its own pastor or bishop, and offi- 
cers, and regulated its own concers; owning no author- 
ity in spritual and ecclesiastical affairs, but that of Jesus 
Christ. Their union was only a union of principles, and 
love ; not of worldly policy, or magisterial coercion. 
The truth of this all history attests.t In those days na 
one minister pretended to more authority than another, 
Christ was their master and all they were brethren. 

•But early in the/our th century, when the roman em- 
perors became christians, or professed to be so, and the 
church enjoyed the smiles of the court ; and peace, and 
riches, and honours, followed, then its original simpli-^ 
city and liberty soon vanished, and gave place to pride, 
ambition, unprofitable ceremonies and vain pomp — in 
a word, to conformity to the world and pagan super^ 
stitions. To. facilitate the conversion of the heathen 
nations, and to make the new yoke, imposed by the 
emperors, sit as easy as imposition would allow, christi^ 
anity was assimilated, as much a& po$sibl^, to their 

* 2 Thess. ii, 3—12, , 

*f Mofherm, (thongh he eudeavours to apologize for niodern innovaNt. 
lions) fays, " In thofe early times, every christian church confifted oF 
*f the people, their leaders, and the minifters and deacons — 'The peoplo. 
^\ were undoubtedly the firft in ^|l^ority ; for the apostles fhewed, oy 
*' their own example, that nothing of moment was to be carried on, or 
*^ determined, without the confent of the affemhly (Acts i. 15, vi. 3. 
"*' XV, 4. xxi. 22.) and fuch a method was both prudent and necelTary 
** in thofe early times. 

" It was therefore the affembly of the people which chofe their own 
*' rulers and teachers, or received them, by a free and authoritative con- 
*^ fent, when recommended by others. The fame people rejected or 
** confirmed, by their fuffrages, the laws, that Were propofed, by their 
*< rukrs to the afTembly.*' Vol. i. p. 80. 8vo. ed. 1774* Seealfo. 

p. H5-. 

Dupin, (a catholic) fpeaking of the three first centuries, fays of the 

chriftians d thofe times, '' They were very careful to chafe minifters 

^*' whofe life and manners were blamelefs.. After the death of thofe 

«* wly? were appointed by the apoftlesj ;he people chofe them,'* Vol^ 

ii*p. 73. i2mo, dd, i7i6» 
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pagan prejudices; and we have seen what a Christi- 
anity they fabricated ; and the htopdy page of history 
informs us what sort of christians the nations have 
been.* 

The bishops or pastors, were prefered according to 
the dignity of the cities in which they resided, and 
hence the bishops of Rome and Constantinople (which 
was now become an imperial residence and the rival 
of Rome) had a long and violent contention for pre- 
eminence, t The bishop of Rome prevailed, especi- 
ally in these western parts, and rose from one degree of 
power and authority to another, till he assumed uni vei^ 
sal dominion in church and state; and became (after the 
dissolution of the western empire, the fall of the Ro- 
man Caesars in 476, and the after reduction of Italy to 
a province) that man of sin, foretold by die apostle 
Paul, that sitteth in the temple of God, shewing him- 
self that he is a god ;+ for now he that had «' let,* and 
retarded, his rise, was " taken out of the way."$ 

Now tyranny and corruption, idolatry and super- 
stition universally prevailed, and all the kingdoms erf 
JEurope, which the barbarous nations had erected oa 
the ruins of the western empire, gave their power to 
the beast. II Bloody laws were enacted to suppress all 
freedom of enquiry and liberty of worship.** Monkery 

* Mofteim voh i. P« 277, 289, 31 j, gig. See note faj at the 
end of thefe pages. t Dupin vol. il. p. 163. Moflieim vol. 1: 
p. 288. 370. t 2 Thess. ii. 3-12. § Puffendorf intro. vol; i. 
p; 404. Moflieim vol. i. p. 243. 286, || Rev. xvii, 13, 

♦ * Juftinian Code, Juftiqi^ in the beginning of his reign (a. d^ 
{32) pubiifhed an edict concerning his faith, and made it even banifh- 
jnent from the roman territory for any to dare to difTent from it. This 
faith was acknowledged by the pope to be the onfy true faith: This 
law, in its pains and penalties, has been the model of later Acts of Uni- 
formity SLud Teftlaws, « All, whether Jews, Gentiles, or Christians, who 

*« did not, within three months, embrace and profefs the catholic faith, 
** were declared infamous, and as such, excluded from all employments, 
•' civil and military ; rendered incapable of leaving any thing by wilt, 
•* and their eftates confifcated, whether real or perfonal." Bower's lives 
gf the Popes, vol. ii; p. 4^2, Iliufltrat, of Proph. vol ii. f. 369* 
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Overran the earth, and superstition extended iist\( 4«i 
pvery side. Religion lay expiring, under a motley and 
enormous heap of superstitious inventions, and had 
neither die cdurage, nor the forcej to raise her head^ 
or to display her'native charms, to a darkened and de- 
luded world ^The christians of the seventh century, 

more than those that went before them, multiplied the 
objects of their devotion, and paid divine homage to 
the pretended remains of the cross, to the images of 
4he saints, ^ and to dead mens bones ; and in the year 
^787 idolatry >sras firmly established by the solemn de» 
cree of the second council of Nice.* 

The business of profFessing christians was now, not to 
search the scriptures, and walk according to this rule, ' j^k 
but to send to Rome to. learn the mind of the pope, 
and his conclave, and to obey the bulls and edicts of 
this man of sin, that had set himself up for the vicar 
jof Christ, and the vicegerent of God. Black dark^ 
ness succeeded, and, for some centuries, we scarcely 
discern a ray c^light.t The priests were every things 
and the people nothing. All freedom of enquiry an4 
all liberty of worship and of church government, were 
lost ; and the church, which bore the name of Christ, 
was become a deformed and ravenous monster.t But 
God did not leave himself without witnesses. Her§ 
and there, there were a few who did not worship the 
beast ; particularly the Vaudois in the vallies of Pied* 
mont.§ But these could hardly be called a visible 
church. They were hid. The temple was shut| 

* Dupin vol. ii. p. 309 — 311. " Mofhelm vol. ii. p. 20. 93. ' 
It was in the eighth century that the bifliops of Rome were exalted^ 

by the kings of France, to the rank of temporal princes. France fet 

them up; France all along, has been their principal champion; and 

France has pulled them down ! ! ! . ^ 

+ " Ignorance, vice and irregularity prevailed in the greater part of 

*« the world. It is true, there have been diforders in all ages ; 

" but it cannot be faid with any (hew of truth, that' they were e- 

** qual to thofe of the tenth century— <hat they fpread fo far qf 

f * were £b univcrfal. " Dupin vol. iii. p. 55; 

J Rev. xiii, 1— io» § Moih^im vol, ii. p. 45V 
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.(Rev. xi* 1. 2. ig. xv. 5.) and the gentipes, thfe ^^iii 
jious christians, possessed the outWard court, and none 
could enter the temple of God, but by stealth. 

., But in the darkest ages there were a/fw to bear 
.witness for the truth, and to die for Christ; and in the 
twelfth century thfe light began to incrcasCj though but 

. slowly. Now the Waldenses and Albigenses, in the 
^outh of France and the north of Italy, began to spread 
that light, which the enemies of Christ could never ex- 
tinguish, although they slaughtered a million of its 
propagators.* 

In the ' fourteenth century WicklifF riekindled the 

^ Jight of the Gospel in England. He translated the 
Bible into English; he denied the pope's supremacy; 
he condemned episcopacy as being a creature set iip 
by princlis; he was for having minifters tliaintaincd by 
the voluntary subscripdons of the peoplie, and not by 
ly thes ; arid was against imposing prescribed forms of 
jprayer.t 

♦ Mofheimvol. ii. p. 45i*-455. vol. iii. p. 150, 272. DujJin voI» 
ill. p.. 112, 113, 139-141, 189-^195. vdl. iv. p. 58-60. 

.+ Moftieloi vol. lii. p. 166-168. Neal's hift, Pu. vol. i. p. >^4* 
Crofbey's hift* Bapt; vol. i. p. 2—13. 

It Ihould be ilfo obferved tfiat this bright and mbriiin^ Rar of the 
Reformation', not bnly denied the pope's fupremacv, but Was againft 
any per/on*s afluming the title and aadiority of being the head of th6 
churchy aflerting that it is blafphemy to call any, head df the chufch^ 
but j£ s u s C 11 R I s T ; and thai in the facrlment of otdert (as then called) 
the^e ought to be only two degrees, p)rejbyters or bijkops^ and deacOns, 

I might, perhaps, be thought to have giVen too partial ah account 
bf the opinion's maintained by this eminent reformer, if I were to bmit 
Avhat has induced fome to conclude that, iil the latter part of hii life, Jit 
lead, he oppofed infint haptifm, and on account of Which he has beeii 
tfteemed, oy fbme 4s the Father of the engtijh Baptifts.— ^Titemiw 
Waldenfis, who reckons the errors of WicklifF to have been eighty^ 
jputs down his denial of infant baptifm as one ( De Baptk Sac. Tit* 
5. chap. 3.) and on this account calls him one of the sevetx head^ 
which came out of the bottonSeft pit^ and fays " That he ** ( Wickl^) 
•Moth poditively affert that children arc not to be sacramentalljr baptizGd'* 
JoftpiVuec&mes reckons Wickliff among those who opposed infant bisrb^ 
^ifm (De Rit. Bapt. ]ib« ii. chap. 1,) According to Croibey he Vlnmt 
<Mrhat ilhick at the root of popijh in&nt baptifni, and what ind^ ltd 
AKuiy of faift admirerSi both m £iigland and German/j to reaouiiu tb; 
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In 'the fifteenth tcutuiy John Htiss atid Jerofne bf 
; trague, boldly attacked the vices of the ckrgy, and 
bravely withstapd the corruptions of Rome, and even 
recommended in an open and public manner, the wri- 
tings and opinions of Wickliff*. 

In the fpllowing age^ what is called the great refor- 
mation broke forth, and many countries of Europe se- 
parated themselves fioin the communion of Romt^ 
But, alas ! this was partial and very defeftive ; such as 
mi^ht have been expeflcd from th^ darkness of the 
tim^es, and from the imiperfcQions, the situations, the 
passions and interests of the principal a6tors in it. 
1 hose with whom the power lay, were arbitrary princes, 
and dignified churchmen ; men brought up in darkness 
and tyranny, and whose eyes were not able, at once, 
lb bear the full hght. Our Henry the viii. by whom 
the Reforn^atipn was begun in this country, was goverh- 
.cd by no principle of religion ; it was in resentment 
that he threw oft' the supremacy of the pope, and assA- 
jned it hipn.sel/. This presuinption created some sur- 
* prise, apd the clergy, especially, were startled at tlie 
idea of a laynrian's pretending to be the head of tj?e 
Church, yet nevertheless, both the convocation and 
' parliam-ent, in the year 1534, decla,red him to be the 
sole and suprenae head of the church of England^ next 
and immediately under Christ ; and xkt power, which 
the pope had formerly exercised, 6^er the clergy anii 
people of England, was transferred to the kingr. 
In the next reign (Ed. vi.) th^ Reformation advao- 

baptifm of infaats altogether. He taught " That wife men leave th^t 

' as impertinent which is nbt plainly exprtffcd in fcripture" — "That 

ihofe are fools and prefuiijptuous which affirm fuch infants not to 6c 

. « faved, ^y^hich die without baptifm." Axid he denied "That all fins arc 

• ♦' abehftied. in baptifm ; that baptifm ddes not confer but only fignifi^ 

' *' grafe«, ^hich \fras giveii beibre." Fuller's church hift. p. 361-13(3. 

A WaW. An. ^5. Crofbey's hift. Bapf. vol. i. p. 8-13. Moiheijfn 

vol. iijt p. 166 — 168. Burnet's tifi. Reform vol. 1. p. 23, no. 

Neal's hitt. Pu. vol. i. p. 2—4. . 

♦ Mofli. vol. iii. p. 230. + Burnet's hift. Reforiii vol. i. 136-77144, 
Ncal's hift, Fut vol, i. p. 7, 8. Icogccd'i letters p. 29, 
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red : biit the sole authority of Christ in his ChurcK-^ 
and the rights of conscience, were tiever acknowledged, 
biit the contrary supported by the canons and Articles of 
the church, and by afts 6f parliament. Some, indeed 
contended for these, and for farther reformation from 
popery, but all they met with was contempt and per- 
secution — In Elizabeth's i^eign these were called puri- 
tans^ atid in later times they have been denominated 
Nonconformists and Dissenters.* 

The first presbyteriaft church, in England, was ereft- 
ed at Wandsworth, near London, in the year i572.t 

The first independent, or congregational Church, in 
this country, was formed m London in 1 6 1 6, of which 
Mr. Henry Jacob was chosen pastor. J Some of this 
Ghurch being convinced that baptism was not to be 
administered to infant^ bi^t to such only as professed- 
faith in Christ, desired to be dismissed, and to be allow- 
ed to form a distinft congregation. The Church 
agreeing to allow them this liberty, they parted in 
a friendly manner, and, on Sept. i^, 1633, laid the 
foundation of the first Baptist Church in England, ha- 
ying Mr. John 'Spilsbury for their pastor, f — Atthe. 
present time there are, of the three denominations, in 
Englatnd, about 1500 churches, of which.about 40a 
ire of the Baptist d^noriiination. 

Gruel and bloody statutes have been enafted againft 
the advocates for fatiher reformation and for the right ' 
of private judgment. Uniformity has been insisted on, • 
aftd many of our ancefltoFs have suffered and died for 

* Though the early Puritans were for a much greater reformation 
from popery than the court approved, and maintained the holy fcriptures 
tp be a llandafd of di/cipline, as well as aoctrinf, yet, it muft be 
aclcnowledged they Vrere, moft of them, for uhifbi'mily in their own way, 
and but few indeed, in that dawn of light, perceived the right of private 
judgment, nor was it ever acknowledged by any l/ody of men, in this 
country, till the rife of our Independent and Baptill Churches ; nor did 
even thefe advocates Tor toleration arid the rights of cohfcfence extefwl 
tJieir Views, at firit, quite coinmenrurat'e with the liberty of the GofpeL* 
• — 'The evidence of' thefe rights has been ^ the morning light which 
Jhiiieth more and more unto the}perfectday, Weir vol. -i." p. -96. vol. ii« 
p,io7,.2i2. + voLi, 2p2, Ip. 4j76 § Crolbcy vol. i, p. 147-149' 
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a good conscience.* In the days of Charles n. (a, obu 
16612) two thousand godly ministers, who could not 
subscribe to every word in the Prayer Book, and bend 
<heir consciences to the tyranny of the times, were call 
out of tlie church, and foi'ced intp dissent ; one from this 
town (Reading) Mr. Christ. Fowl^j, vicar of St. Mary's; 
and more than 1? through this county. The lot of these 
J? poo worthies was, that they aq'd their followers were 
persecuted by statute after statute, till thousands of the 
worthiest families in the kingdom were reduced to beg- 
gary and ruin.t ^ 

The principal reasons for the nonconformity of 
these christian worthies; and of the dissenters of the 
present times, mray he reduced to seVeq. 1. The frame 
ittd constitution of the estiablished church, it being 
national. 2. The officers of it; many of whom the 
;$Criptures know nothing.'^ 3. The mode 0/ worship, 
4# The ceremonies. * 5. The terms of admission to 
jiaembership, and to th6 ministry. 6, The choice of* 
ministers; ihey hein^ most of them imposed by stran- 
gers. Out of* 9,1^84 parish churches 3845 are lay fees. 
5^i The discipline of the church. ■' There are . indeed, 
ir> the present day, two or thrfee other reasons, which,^ 
although they are not general, are spmeti^ies thebcca-^ 
^ions of dissent, particularly among our respeftable; 
friends the methodists, viz. the hetetodoxy, or inatten- 
tion, of spme of the estabUished clergy, and the immoral* 
ity of others} ' - •''• ■ • ; 

* In the year 1 559 an act was pafTecl, entitled " An act for the- 
uniformity of Common Prayer, and fexvice in the churchy and adwi- 
tufiration of the facramenU* This llatute, whkh has been the occa- • 
jsion of so much cs^lamrty to confcientious diirenters ; as well as a snare 
to many conformifts ; may .be feen at the beginning of every Common 
Prayer Bo6k,* .:i.' i 

. + Neal vcjjl. ii, p. 624, 632-7-636. Palmer's in trod, to Noncon. 
Jslem, p. '31— ^34. • -Burnet's hift.* of his own Times vd. i. p. 279. ■- 

'^ There are in England, 2 Archbifliops j 25 Bifhop? ; 26 Deane- 
p'es ; 6©, Arch-deaconries ; 554 Dignities and Prebends^ befides 9284 
Rectoria, Vicarages, etc/ ^tc, etc, T.i' . ; * 

.§ Palmer p, 3.7~59.? • Ncal yol. li. p, jS6g^. De Laune's plea for 
(he Noncon, ^Toogood'^ l^tttirs. l^ht/evenrcafbns above, do not ap- 

Jiy equally to all the dilfentiu^ of thofe thnfes ; elpeciatly the iirft ; bttt- 
ejr yfcrt certainly tl|p prc4(Mpjifi>nit ones i auud are the leafi^s whidi 
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The consequences of the act for the uniformity cfv 
tmmonprayers in 1662, by which so many godly meii 
ivere cast out of the churchy and of the other laws a- 
^ainst dissenters, were dreadful to thousands of the most 
Upright men. According to the best computation, the 
dissenters suffered from fines, and in other ways, in the 
sTiort space of three years only, the loss of two millions 
pfpropcrty ; Mr. Jeren^y Whitecollected the names of 
6o,ooopersons who sufFei*cd, on areligipus account, be- 
tween the years i66oand 1689, the periodof the glori- 
ous^'revolcition; 5000 of whom died in prison. But 
inch was the fiiry of their enemies that about 8000 pe-^ 
rished'in the whole.* jPy that revolution, never to be 
forgotten, icihd the toleration which followed, the dis- 
senters were delivered from the truel persecutions 
>hich had afflicted them for so long a time; and since, 
which, d degree of religious liberty has been enjoyed, 
before unknown in this country : and our fathers have 
proved that, in their dissent, they were actifated only 
hy a good conscience • and I hope, and believe, that 
their chfldrenVill always prove, by their reverence for 
the laws, and respect to lawful authoiity, that it is not 
from a disloya;l spirit, and in contempt of the civil pow- 
er, or from impatience of restraint, thdt they dissent from« 
<he national establishment, iaud exercise a right by which; 
no one can be injured, though bigots may be offended, 
but beca\ise they ate persuaded that conscience, and all. 
things, purely of a religious nature, afe subject to no 
jurisdiction but that of God ; and that, in these matters, 
above all others, we are to obey Qod rather than men^ 

influence nine tcntfis of the dlffenters of the prefent day, -ssho know uny 

filing of their principles A learned prelate in hisx:harge to his cicr-. 

gy^ foon after the Birmingham riots in 1792, exclaimed againfl 
a certain clafs of difientcrs, on accbant "of their objection to alt 
religious eflabllfhments. ' This objection is ntore general than his !o:d- 
Ihip fuppofes; but the conclufion ought tob$ the direct oppofue of that 
which ms fears hs^ve fnggeflcd. • llxe prevalence of this fentiment, moft- 
certainly makes modern diifenters lefs dangerous to episcopacy, than the 
old prelbytorians, %Vho were zealous for the eflablifliment of their own 
fyftem. TJiey wha wi(h ill to a religious' feet, may wifli its eftablifh-" 
ment. It may flourifli for awhile, and look fair, but, it contains in its 
titalj the principles of corruption^ aiid death. ♦ Neal v, ii p. 757--7^9. 
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oV'p^th df his a^Fiil Hispleasiire. 

"O' that the chuich of Christ had been as hftppy it\ 
all biher countries, "as, for this Ikst cehtiiry, it has beet^ 
in this! But, al^s! the period of our release was the, 
b^gmniifirg df neW sorrows to our brethren in most of • 
the neighbouring countries*^. We cannot recollect 
their sufferings without anguish ! The wild beasts of^ 
the forest have Ikid wiaste that beautiful vine that had 
takdn deep rodt in many of the most populous coun-^ 
tries of Europe ! Tens qf thousands — w^e might say. 
hiihdreds df thousands— have suffered and bled, m 
Fri^ricc, in Germany, in Savoy, in Piedmont, and iix 
dther coiihtri^s ; aftd all that we have been able to do^ 
has been to weep over their sufferifigs, and cry, Horn' 
Ibng^ Lord ^ holy andtrue^ dost thou not judge, and. 
avenge the blood o^ thy servants, on them that dweW 
on the earth At ^ " ■' ^ 

Yes, God will hear the cry of his people, and the 
groans of fiis Israelln Egypt, and remember his cove-^ 

riant ! -^^B'it 6f the times and. the seasons, brethren^ 

ye need Hot that I should soy any thing ;. for ye yourselves: 
know ^perfeHly that the day of the hords vengeance, on. 
these enemies of his church, so cometh as a thief in the.^ 
liight ; for when they, shall say peace, and safety ; then^ 
sudden destruBion cometh .tipon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child^ and they shall not escape.-^w atchIx 
-^again I say unto you, watcu Ir-^ihe night is far 
spent ; the day is at hand%. 

My brethren, you have heard what sort of a king- 
dom Christs is,' arid what the principles and condu6t 
of the first christians were. We have hastily traced 
the corruptions of Christianity ; the progress of thq 
grand apostacy, and of the reformation. This refor^ 
mation originated froin christfatis assuming the right of 

* Mofheim,vol, iv. p. 484 — 489. + Rev. vi. 10. 
J I TKefs. V. I — 3. Rom. xiii. 12. t)an. vii. 23 — 26. Rev. xi. 3^, 

in ig, xii; xiii. 5— lO. xvi— xix.- Chrfftians ! we live in awful times I 

iwake, and give yourfelves unio prayer — Let your loins be^^irded ih 
tout, and your lights burnings and ye yourf^es-kkc^mio men that^ 
^ihitjor thdr Lord. 'Luke m, j^ ,36^ 
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?teatching tW scriptures, and of judging for flieujselv^^ 
_ as to the mind of Christ taught in them. We claim 
the same right, and being persuaded that it is the 
bounden duty, of every chijstian, to conform to the 
. mind of Christ, the direftions of the New Testament^ 
without regard to general praftice, or human laws, we 
1 aim at as near a conformity to tlie perfefl; pattern which 
bur Lord and his Apostles have given us, as we possi- 
bly can, and are therefore Obliged to dissent from 
many of our fellow christians, whom we nevertheless 
love and honour; and; espescially from natidoal esta- 
blishments because we think that, in them, ar> autho- 
rity is assun>ed, at once injurious to the authority qf 
Jesus Christ, arid subversive of christian liberty.; and 
in many respefts, doftrines and ceremonies are ifn posed, 
and an order of things informed, which, we judge to 
be by no means ponsi&tent with the New Testament. ' 
What do we learn from the New Testament re^pe§l- 
iog a Gospel church ? We certainly read of no nationdl 
churches, made up of the masi o£ the people^ Tliey 
' were made up of a sefarated^ peculiar people*. , vThey 
were voluntary societies, formed by mutual agreemeni^ 
He,nce we read. And all the. believers (mere together-^ 
iiiith oue^accard — thqy had on^ %Qpe of their callings 
one Lord^ one faith^ one baptism:; and were all made 
to drink into me spirit. We read of all the churches 
6f the saints ; of the chwBhetof Judea ; of the church 
in the house oJAquila and j^riscilla^and oUheclmrchis 
thronghout Judea% GaliUeyand Samaria; all of which 
were voluntary societies ;^^ persons believing in Christ, 
^d associating for th^l mutual convenience and edili- 
•.Cation.J / ., 

These churches^ were distinguished ffom the civil sou 
' ,€ieties of the'A^orld, by thtir spiriiual nature^ end^^ud 

♦ See the iptii Art, of the church of England, « The vlfible church 
- *'o£Chrift is a congregatioft of faithful mefy,:ifl the which the pufte 
f« w<^r^ God-is p^reacb^wl, and the facramen^s b^ duly miniflf|-ed,f etc. 

t 4^'^ t' '• ^P^" ^^' ^' 5- ^ ^or. xii. 13, xiv; 33; Gal.l 28V 
Acts !x/ 3^1. Komixvl: ^i Col; iv. 15; ' • . \ " 

r % Sec the venerable Mr, ^uvuQf% Cowpndium of Svciai RcUgiifx, 



ff" 



:( 16 n 

• - - ' . . ■ . , \ . / .. . . , 

" -f^isign. Tiie professed design of the members, was to 

tcome out from among the wicked, and be separate; 
vHOt to be conformed to the world, but transformed ; a 
' holy nation, a peculiar people, zealous of good works* 
. The business, and privileges of these churches, were all 
of a spiritual nature. ,, And whilst the business of civil' 
society relates only to the temporal ;Concerns of men*'; 

: that of the churches oF Christ, has respect only, to their 

^spiritual concerns. The kingdom of '.Christ is neither 
V opposed to, nor in connection with, the kingdoms of 
^ihe^Sorld; but is opposed to the kingdom of darkness, 
the moral polutions and wickedness of men^ atid the 
power of hinf that workcth in the children of disobedi- 
- ence. . All that, the civil magistrate has to do here, is 
.to proteft men in the peaceable exercise of their rights* 
The chief ends of church fellowship, are tlie preser- 
vation of the faith, purity and worship of the Gospel; 
the enjoyment and support of religious ordinances^ 
according'to the appointment of Christ, for the. con-^ 
version .of sinners, and the edification- of believers. 

JHence the utility of a gospel ministry. He gate 
ibme^ apostles; and somcj prophets; and some, evangel-^ 
"isis; and some^ pastors and teachers ; for the per J eB-^ 
ang of the saints ; /or the work oj the ministry ; for the ~ 
' edijying of the body of Christ.* 

But no man has a right to impose these pastors and 
teachers. They are to be freely chosen by the people^ 
who are the sole judges of their qualifications, and of 
.their abilities for their own particular edification. This 
right the churches^of Christ, universally exercised for 
•some ages, till antichrist got a bead, and the civil magis- 
trate obtruded his authority, and thus the church be- 

'! -came enslaved, debased and prostituted. Hence, even 

when an. Apostle was to be ordained, in the place of 
.Judas, the disciples were a$sejnbled|Me number qftht 
-names togethp^xjasrc about an hundred and twenty) and 
gave forth their lots.t In Actsxiv. 23. we read, PFA^;» 
^v' ^M^r (Barnabas and Saul) Aa^ Of rfamefif them elders m 

^ liap 2; Abookthattlcouldwv&^bciatfecbandsof evcrychri^ 

^' . ♦ £ph. ivi Uf\%^ i Aeui. is-zi. ^ ^ 

r ■ • : .- - 

^■\ . • • • 



'Mryehurch,and had prayedwith/astingythey comment 

ta them to the -Lord. Ordained : (hat Js, sq)poin 

ed with the suflFrage, or lifting up of the bands, t 

-the 'people. The commission of Barnabas and Sai 

Itidis extraordinary, and therefore we may suppos 

ihcm to have exercised some extraordinary powers 

■but stiU the word implies the choice^ qr cenm 

'pi the people. This ts agreeable to Acts vi. 3, 5, i 

£rethren look yt out from among you /even men of ho 

^eit report-~~And the faying phafed the multitude, an/^ i 

^ey thofe Stephen and Philip &c. -whom they fet btr \ 

jore the apojilei ; and -ulhen' they had prayed they taii \ 

■iheir handi on thei^l That this right of choosing theit \ 

«wn pastors and officers, and of regulati^g.their own \ 

'afFairs, was; exercised by all the churches pf Christ, in 1 

'ihe tirst ag^s, is placed beyond all controversy ; for _ i 

-.though maox apologies have been invented for exist- 9 

dng innovations, yet profane, as well as sacred, htstoryij ^ 

Ss su cl<'»r, on this head, thai scarcely any doubt it.* 
_iAnd what right of more importance i* Let us therefore 
^tend fajl in the liberty wkcrevith Chriif hath made 
as /ree.f And / befeech you aljo^ thai jt receive noif 
ihe^race of God invain.X 

. *,. It was bj!. Jiifiinsw'i Jaw! (about (tie yeia 534) that tb? m&ritff 
jpeople .*»m wholly excluded fnjBijfbfiir, tjghi of fuffnge m'lhe choice ■ 
of iheir biftiops, etc . and the eleciion confind lo ihe 0.p(imMes,' <x pei- 
ijbm, of biglier rank arid:qua[ii)'. Juftin. Novel, 123,0, i, Bing- 

j^unls.Anliq. qf the t'lififlian Clmrch, vol. ii. p. 2i»i 

. . + Gal. V. I,. JaCor vi. ,. ' ' 



See page 7. ' '_ 

, (d) IF we vniuld f^ wRai has been done uy'affimihte Chri^- 
'anity. to. heathenifm we n^iilit (ake a 'view of the old pagin fupn- 
^ittoiu, and cotnpare ihem with thofe of the c<)ri<upvtl chinxhel. 
:The rornsn eropetoT was the P'ontifix Uaxmui, 6c hzgk prUJt; inj, 
M (he, hf^ 0,1 the pag*a church in the raman empiie, had divine 
honors and oblation? pa.3 to. hiin ; thu), though Jefus Chrift is the only 
Ifead, .the only K,ing va^ High Pnelt, whgm the. Father hath fet 
ever hi^churchi yet a {h^re in ihefe honors has been ufiiqied by others. 
And had 'h^ h^itiheqi, .tefide ijietr fupreme Jupiter, divert infcriiir 
deities, gods and goddflcs, lo who.n they' erected ilian and ftatuo, at)4 
, dedicated templei, days and fcalls \ and >vho were fiippofed'to be ifto 
^uluf pa^oos of cenam cOuatrtc^' chlct, mi ordcn t)f men ? fe tin 
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Yempiel€Jift and we0^ (bnlfecFatm^, %^i<^^ i^n)f*prftyei^^|li4per^inaiD4B% 
'ifcft tfte gfoimd, and then ttetempii?! ^orftiping ^was^^h^afi^ wak 
^a^y amic ppftijref ai&L ffejluyes ? Had diey. tbeii: afj>&Kgtip ipnn|Llin||j 
ihenifclves at the, teinpLedoor ; their procelO&oiisL.ltruies, iiu^nfei tjAJefs^ 
4nd mufic, vocal and inflrumentaf ? io the'a|)bftat^^lQ<vei* pf^Jeful^ 
^^%vc tbitJed the (htiple VorHiip of the golpel itiV^ p^^^ttoiiume ; and ^ 
•'ihe'placc t^that worfliip of God t»t Jpini uM^ tn/r»^. which thfl; 
-fiaviour taught, they h^ve fuhftimted lire vauit^s pf heathpnifin* 
Je And, a» among i^oMton^ they had ^^^^ ^P^^^* and* iolefiof prieB^ 
So thefe thrift i^ins. Thcpagaiixihad theif FlaJtmns and Xrth-Jlaimns^ 
for facerdoul feirvice, Jn their provitices and diocefie^i ai«t inierior 
priefts, diftingui{K>d by -dignifitd naoi^/tonfune^^ habitiy^ 

rrhe dignified' prie{fi>^ere ihoic that^iimkd on th^ capital temples, it 
'ihc pxoo^f priefts of Jupiter, Apollo, etc. whA^ the more itifenorprieflfe 
.k'adthe c^eof the fecrea celebrations. In imitattohofchele the debauched 
chrifiian church Wgan rpoiv^'O hav^. her bifhop and'^iur€h4>iCbops &t ^ 
^ac^erdotd fervice, irf the provrnce* and diocefles of the tpoia^ fQipii^ 
. and inferier clcrgyi diflingiuifh^ife tgo^.by^dtgiy^ naijnes. tonfusa(.ywq^ 
^iT, and^habits., Th^ dignified clergy \vcr^'il|of0 tot attained t^ot 
.capital, or ^aihedrit fhyrche^, a^ Deans, 'Chapt^'il,Pr©b^s and Ai'c^ 
;iJeaco^8 ; and the'rtcire ihleribr pne'ft§ (Jas^8ie Uacikyi now affeeted'^ ^ 
"iai theiiifdVes) haAth^ eafe of the ftcredcclelraticftuiin Ac SufU c? : 
Farifiies. TM heathen piiefls had^ their proper babit^ and p4riicul|r 
veftments, for tlreir religioiife fervice, as the alks^ tunicles and aihiSs^. 
ib now the ^hriftiknpiiells affumed pariicutaijf' habits for their tiindfli>» 
lions, and to Afli^goiCh their orders,; jfis furpliceSjOr sdbe^ chaiuUes^ <j 

*tuniciei,w Aci ' •' ''' ' ■ -'■- :• ■ ' ■' '' -^:^ i: "" ■ ■ ^^ •;; -V' ^) 

' ^ The heaihetis/had thei^ religious feftiVfldsyiii honor of tfccilr gods^ h 
commemoratiort|of the building their ' tjfemjples, etc; and ay tk^iy iacjb 
certainly, could tiot be al'ogether given upj the matteiThas been comproik 

■"tniied; * Foriheir. Saturnalias which- they were ufed to. cej^rate.ii 
December, with ript and debauchery, adorning their temples and hoiiA 
ivith green boughs, they have had^theirchriftnias fports^ ibr their Flona>* 
fo.oh Maydavjiwhen th^r young people, of b^thfexes, with fifc^ jollity, 
ic^rtcped bou^s and flowers and danced about may-p6les ; thfey ha^&VjJ 

jihcfeaft Off Phjlip and Jacob, celebrated in the fame way ; fi>t the l^is ^ 
their PaleUq, or Shepherds feill, on Midlummer-day they havfe beek 
corapeniiued'by a revel, in honor of Johh thd JBaptift ; ^rtd for thcilr. 

Jpij^iUnia, a feaft to all their gods, they have enjoyed tke feift of Ai^ 

;, faints ; and Ip of the reft. bee Oc Latitie's Image of thi Beafi. • t 

All this ptidij, and folly, and idlenefs, has been called ''Our holj^ 

4 religion J ! ! " and many, havmg miftaKen it &r'geniuLihe Chr^ianfi^ 

fhave thus b^ca theVafy prey of infidelity ;-^«*, wi havc noiAk^m* 
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